LatinoNet Annual Meeting
June 10, 2011
Minutes
The mission of LatinoNet is to improve the quality of life for Spanish-speaking families

On the North Coast

1. Welcome- Fernando Paz Facilitator

Fernando welcomed the members to the meeting in Spanish and English 
and explained that there will be a concerted effort to conduct the 
LatinoNet meetings in Spanish and English to be more inviting to Spanish 
speaking members

2. Announcements – All
· There will be a webinar on “Denying ICE ACCESS”.  For more information contact Fernando Paz at blue_distance@yahoo.com
· The Humboldt Area Foundation has acquired equipment for simultaneous interpretation and will be holding a workshop on the technical use of the equipment and how to hold a bilingual event using the equipment 
3. Guest Speakers:
Michael Davies-Hughes/ Principal
Morris Elementary Language Immersion School

· Lara Weiss introduced Michael and related a conversation she had had with a Spanish speaking mom who had told her she had no interest in sending her children to an immersion school because she wanted them to learn English

· Michael thanked LatinoNet for the Leadership Award they had bestowed on one of his teachers at Morris – Adriana Contreras

· Morris has been an English/Spanish immersion program for the past 11 years started in response to a strategic plan to embrace multiculturalism and diversity

· Spanish was not the first language considered

· The immersion program started with a group of 40 students and now consists of 300 students K – 5

· The program uses a 50/50 model where the students are taught half of the day by a teacher in English in reading, language arts, some social studies, and PE and the other half of the day by a teacher in Spanish in math

· Most of the students (90-95 %) are English speakers with no prior Spanish experience

· Teaching techniques focus on total physical response using visual prompts and body language

· A major goal is to encourage the students  to embrace multiculturalism to prepare for the multicultural society they will live in
· Efforts are made to connect the students with the Latino community through events such as their Cesar Chavez Day of service learning

· There is a need to strengthen outreach to the Spanish speaking community and to be more inviting to Spanish speaking parents

· A successful outreach program they have used is the PK parent involvement program through HSU

· More information about the 2 immersion programs needs to be made available to the Spanish speaking community

· Both immersion programs would be strengthened by having more native Spanish speaking students at the schools

· An opportunity where Morris could collaborate with LatinoNet would be in getting the information about the immersion programs out to the Spanish speaking community and how their students can be successful in a dual language program

· Students in monolingual English schools who take classes in Spanish can become bilingual but not necessarily bicultural and biliteral as they can in immersion schools

· Some schools have had to abandon their second language classes because the students aren’t performing up to State standards in English.  There is funding to provide extra services for students struggling in English

Beth Wylie/ Charter Director
Fuente Nueva Charter School
· Beth started as a parent at Fuente Nueva in 2003.  She came to Humboldt County from the East Coast and was concerned with the lack of diversity here.  She wanted her children to study at a school where they could not only learn to be proficient in a second language but also to provide them with diversity
· Fuente Nueva has 100 – 120 students K – 6

· The program uses an immersion model of learning Spanish by being taught all subjects in Spanish and English

· Grades K and 1st are taught language arts primarily in Spanish.  In 2nd – 6th grades students are taught subjects using the 50/50 model – half of the day in Spanish and half of the day in English
· The goal of Fuente Nueva is to provide students not only with the opportunity to learn a second language but to expose them to diversity and the global world and to produce responsible and active citizens who are critical thinkers.  Students have explicit instruction in social action.  Art is sprinkled throughout all of the subjects

· All of the students at Fuente Nueva have a strong English foundation with no native Spanish speakers, although the school has attracted several different ethnicities

· The program has done active outreach to the Spanish speaking community, going to Sun Valley and the Mexican restaurants to invite families to an informational meeting, but only one family came and did not enroll in the school
· Beth attended a training on recruitment and found that even immersion programs located in communities with large Spanish speaking populations have trouble getting buy in from Spanish speaking families

· The research indicates that bilingual instruction is very beneficial – it strengthens the brain and students’ English skills become better as well
· It is unfortunate there are no immersion programs in Eureka and/or Fortuna where there are larger Spanish speaking populations

· Becoming an immersion program is a huge undertaking for a school

· Beth shared that her son who is in 7th grade wrote a poem where he mentioned that one of the things that was important to him and he was proud of was his ability to speak Spanish

· Fuente Nueva students have performed very well on the State standards

· All Fuente Nueva teachers are bilingual

· Any K – 1 student can enroll at Fuente Nueva during the open enrollment period.  After that if there are additional students wanting to enroll the names go into a lottery.  New students cannot enroll after 2nd grade due to the nature of the bilingual instruction system
· LatinoNet can collaborate with the immersion programs by getting information about the programs out to the educational community, i.e. through Early Head Start and First 5 playgroups, and educate the Spanish speaking community on the benefits of bilingual education

4. Who is a member of LatinoNet-Discussion by Lara Weiss

This was a discussion at a LatinoNet board meeting arising from a 
debriefing session of the voting procedures for the board member 
elections and who can vote.  This discussion should be addressed again 
at a future meeting as to what constitutes a member of LatinoNet

5. Festejando Nuestra Salud- Michelle Postman
· Next planning meeting will be June 16 from 3 – 4:30 PM in the Community Wellness Center
· Committee sign up sheets were passed around and will be e-mailed out to members

· More community involvement in planning is wanted.  To this end members are encouraged to form their own groups to act as subgroups

· There are plans for LatinoNet to hold an evening community meeting to accommodate people who cannot attend during the time the meetings are now held and to encourage more Latinos to attend.  The Festejando Nuestra Salud fair will be a perfect place to inform people about this meeting.  The goal is for LatinoNet to hold more community meetings and not just provide services

6. Website Update- Marcelina Mejia de Castillo

Marcelina was not present so this agenda item will be tabled to a later 



date
7. Close- Network if time allows
