MINUTES

LatinoNet General Meeting
Friday, August 12, 2011
Community Wellness Center Conference Room

 908 7th Street, Eureka 

Welcome/Bienvenidos (Byrd and Alicia)
LatinoNet Member Introductions and Announcements (All)
Highlights:
· Sally and Rick Botzler are recently returned Peace Corps volunteers from Mexico.  They described their involvement in Ecoclubs, a Pan American Health Organization affiliated program whose mission is to improve the quality of life for people within the community through their active participation in solving environmental problems.  Sally and Rick are planning on developing this program with youth locally and offered to do a more in depth presentation at a future LatinoNet meeting.
· Hayde announced that Paso a Paso’s Postive Discipline Wednesday evening classes will begin in September.

· Marcelina announced that the Healthy Kids Humboldt program will be moving to offices on the General Hospital Campus.  Their phone number will remain the same.

· Dorina announced that the first ever Spanish language Drive Safe Drive Smart event will be held September 22nd 5:30 – 7:30pm in Fortuna.  This is an activity to promote safe youth driving and is for youth and parents.

· Juan and Heriberto with HSU’s Greek Clubs and Lambda Theta phi, Latino Fraternity invited agencies to make community service requests.  See http://humboldt.edu/clubs/site/directory/category/greeks/
· Pat, Outreach coordinator at Humboldt County Library announced the Author Festival in mid October.  Several of the authors are bilingual.

Website Update (Marcelina Mejia de Castillo)

Marcelina gave a “tour” of the LatinoNet Website.  Information about the upcoming Festejando Nuestra Salud has been uploaded – includes registration forms. She is continuing to maintain the site with announcements and other updates. Everyone is encouraged to check it out!  See: www.LatinoNet.net.  Please let Marcelina know if you have announcements you’d like shared/posted.  She also shared an information board about LatinoNet that she designed and used at a recent outreach event.
Report from Mexico 

Erin Mooney, Alicia Ruiz de Olea, and Jorge Matias traveled to Mexico for a Promotores Exchange meeting with Vision y Compromiso.  They attended a training held at the Peasant Development Center.  Topics included: Role of Promotores, collaboration, communication skills, cultural understanding, building a network.  Alicia and Jorge gave testimonials about this meaningful experience.  The three Promotores expressed thanks for the collaborative effort and resources that made the trip possible.
Promotoras updates (Erin Mooney) 

Festejando Nuesta Salud update  (Michelle Postman and Blanca Bautista) 

5th annual health fair and community celebration will be held on Sunday, October 9th from 12-4 pm at Redwood Acres.  Upcoming planning meetings are scheduled for August 26th and September 14th.
Community Survey (Laura Power) 
Planning is underway to repeat implementation of a survey at the health fair.  This tool helps evaluate the event, assess needs/strengths, and engage the community in community building activities. In the past, faculty and students from HSU’s Sociology Department have helped with this project.  A committee has been meeting to work on this. The next meeting is scheduled for 1:30 pm on Sept 7th.  If you are interested in participating on the committee, contact Laura at First 5. 
Planning for training on "Creating effective multilingual meetings" (Dorina Espinoza for Heather Equinoss) 

A collaborative group (Humboldt Area Foundation, HumboldtCAN, First 5, HCOE, LatinoNet, Public Heatlh) is planning a training in order to build community capacity to host inclusive meetings/events that demonstrate cultural competence and catalyze community engagement.  Objectives will include: How to use the Head Set equipment (a couple of local organizations have sets available for loan), How to plan and facilitate a multilingual meeting, How to foster a comfortable multi cultural environment, Best practices for choosing and supporting an interpreter for a group setting, Build skills for local interpreters to effectively work in group setting, Resources in the community:  process and pt. people for borrowing interpretation equipment, interpreter lists.The training is to be scheduled sometime in early December.  The group is currently looking for an appropriate trainer and additional resources to support the activity. For more information, contact Heather at Humboldt Area Foundation.

Spring Conference (Erin Mooney)
Planning continues for a regional conference to be held in Humboldt in the spring.  One goal of this activity is to a build regional network of Promotores.  A suggestion was made to coordinate this activity with Cesar Chavez’s day.
November LatinoNet Community Building Meeting (Lara Weiss) 

As part of LatinoNet strategic planning the Board of Directors has developed a new goal of Community Building.  As part of this goal, a special LatinoNet meeting is being planned as the November General meeting.  This meeting will take place at a time and place that will be accessible to community members (likely in the evening).  The meeting will be held in Spanish with interpretation offered to monolingual English speakers. Lara facilitated a brainstorm with the group to generate ideas about the purpose/goal for this meeting. Brainstorming ideas included: Include providers and community members from School communities, Promote LatinoNet, Welcome input / involvement, Increase ownership of LatinoNet by LatinoCommunity – Leadership awards  example, Assess community needs, Celebration / Fun. A committee will be formed to continue the planning.
Vision y Compromiso visit to Humboldt (Erin Mooney)

Erin handed out notes from the Roundtable on LatinoMental health facilitated by Vision y Compromiso.  These notes will be distributed as an attachment.[image: image1.png]



